Issuing number: 8-5-2019-006460854 34, chemin des Colombettes P.0.Box 181211

Issuing date: 20/12/2019 Geneva 20, Switzerland
Wor Ild Intellectual Property

Organization(WIPO) International Bureau

NOTIFICATION OF EX OFFICIO PROVISIONAL REFUSAL
TO THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION (WIPO)
UNDER RULE 17(1) OF THE COMMON REGULATIONS

1. Office Making the Notification:
Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO)
189 Cheongsa-ro, Seo—gu, Daejeon Metropolitan City, 35208, Republic of Korea

2. International Registration Number (Date of Registration/Subsequent Designation):
1453355 (23/11/2018)

3. Trade Mark:

MIIIRNR

N
4, Name and Address of the Holder:

Shantou Chenghai Longjun Toy Factory

No. 4, East National Road, Zhulin Village, Lianshang Town, Chenghai District, Shantou City
Guangdong China
5. Goods/Services Affected by this Provisional Refusal:
All the designated goods/services
¥ Please note that there is no provision in the Korean Trademark Act allowing the
examiner to delete Ex Officio the designated goods/services refused by the ground(s)
for the Provisional Refusal and to grant protection for the remaining goods/services.
6. Date on which the Provisional Refusal was pronounced (Time Limit):
20/12/2019(20/02/2020)

7. Grounds for the Decision:

[ Lack of distinctiveness
Conflict with another person's earlier application(s) and/or registration(s)
Vagueness and/or broadness of the designated goods/services
Unconformity to "a single application for a single trademark rule"

m ] [ [m

Other grounds
¥ Please refer to item 9 for the details

8. Provisions of the Korean Trademark Act applicable to the Grounds:
Article 34(1)(vii), Article 34(1)(xi), Article 34(1)(xiii)
9. Details of the Provisional Refusal:

(ground 1)

The assigned examiner has reviewed the International Registration and determined that it is
not eligible for registration, regarding all the designated goods under Korean Trademark Act,
Article 34(1)(vii).



Trademark registration is not acceptable under the above—mentioned Article if the proposed
mark is identical or similar to other persons' registered marks (see below) which were
applied for registration in the Republic of Korea prior to the international registration date of
the proposed mark and all the designated goods are related to those of the earlier marks.

R
(one of) the dominant portion(s) of the former, is identical in sound to "LEPIN", the latter
presented below(1, 2). ('¢IE!' is the Korean transliteration of 'LEPIN'.)

In this case, the proposed mark is similar to the earlier marks because "LEPIN",

And the proposed mark is similar in appearance to another person's registered marks (see
below(3~5)) which were applied for registration in the Republic of Korea prior to the
international registration date of the proposed mark.

[J Information concerning the earlier mark(1)
— Filing number : 4020170083828
- Filing date : 05/07/2017
— Korean registration number @ 4014453170000
- Korean registration date : 11/02/2019
— Name and address of the owner : |-VISION TOYS.INC
81, Pungsan-ro, llsandong—gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi—do, Republic of Korea
- Goods/services
[Class 28] 24D Frt st Y M 2 01" SCtAE N 2
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— Reproduction of the mark:

LEPIN

* Goods/Services of the proposed mark refused under this ground: all the designated
goods.

[J Information concerning the earlier mark(2)
- Filing number : 4020170083826
Filing date : 05/07/2017
— Korean registration number @ 4014453160000
- Korean registration date : 11/02/2019
— Name and address of the owner : |-VISION TOYS.INC
81, Pungsan-ro, llsandong—gu, Goyang-si, Gyeonggi—do, Republic of Korea

- Goods/services
[Class 28] EZAI[(&LHY), &2, S0t
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A 2SHEER,NEE 2, 0IAZEQH RE22,
m

— Reproduction of the

gt esss 2 I, e 0" ECtAE N 2
=2
=}

M, S M=t HE A

> 0
to
m
o g
y
HU
HI O
o
o

ark:



2

1o

* Goods/Services of the proposed mark refused under this ground: all the designated
goods.

[J Information concerning the earlier mark(3)
— Filing number : 4020170063534
Filing date : 24/05/2017
Korean registration number @ 4013782780000
Korean registration date : 16/07/2018
- Name and address of the owner : LEGO Juris A/S
DK-7190 Billund, Denmark

Goods/services

[Class 28]@&t27 L A2 (games and playthings), Z2EEH A7 (computer game
apparatus and equipment), ® X H D] (electronic games), 2= (construction toys),=0IHE
HZ2& (=01217, jungle gyms - play equipment — for playgrounds), =0l 0118 H
(slides for playgrounds),=0IE& 21Ul (swings for playgrounds),

— Reproduction of the mark:

* Goods/Services of the proposed mark refused under this ground: all the designated
goods.

[J Information concerning the earlier mark(4)
— International registration number : 869258
- International registration date : 11/11/2005
- Korean registration date : 19/10/2007
Name and address of the owner : LEGO Juris A/S
Koldingvej 2 DK=7190 Billund Denmark

Goods/services

[Class 09] Machines and apparatus for amusement parks, amusement apparatus adapted
for use with television receivers only, radio transmitters, video cameras for broadcasting,
telecommunication transmitters, television transmitters, teleprompters, radio receivers, clock
radios, audio and video receivers, television receivers, television satellite broadcast receivers,
sound recording machines (except for motion pictures), DVD players, MP3 players, record
players, video disc players, video recorders, video cassettes, sound recording apparatus,
sound transmitting apparatus, sound reproduction apparatus, cassette players, compact disc
players (CDP), loudspeaker apparatus, recorded computer software, recorded computer
operating programs, recorded computer programs, computer programs [downloadable
software], notebook computers, laptop computers, mouse, scanners, magnetic discs,



electronic typewriters, electronic pens, computers, computer monitors, juke boxes for
computers, printers for use with computers, computer electronic game appliances, computer
keyboards, portable electronic calculators, electronic pocket translators, CD—-ROM, electronic
music [downloadable], tapes recorded music (excluding visual images), tapes recorded
music (including visual images), music-recorded compact discs, tapes recorded non—music
(excluding visual images), tapes recorded non—-music (including visual images), electronic
books [downloadable], electronic newspapers [downloadable], downloadable electronic
printed teaching materials [reference books], exposed cinematographic films, exposed films,
animated cartoons, slide films, motion picture films, apparatus for recording, transmission or
reproduction of sound or images, cash registers, software.

[Class 16] Labels (not of textiles), stickers (stationery), signboards of paper or cardboard,
bulletin boards of paper or cardboard, advertisement boards of paper or cardboard,
embroidery canvases, embroidery designs (patterns), notebooks, ledgers (books), stencil
paper, loose leaf paper, memo paper, name card paper, index cards (stationery), envelopes,
pocket-size notebooks, sketchbooks, scrapbooks, albums, writing pads, bookmarkers, paper
slips, stencil pens, fountain pens, ball-point pens, chalks, writing brushes, felt tip pens,
mechanical pencils, slate pencils, pencils, magnetic pens, steel pens, pens, penholders, pen
points (nibs), paint boxes, charcoal pencils, artist's watercolor saucers, etching needles,
engraving plates, canvas for painting, crayons, pastels, paint brushes, painter 's easels,
palettes for painters, rubber erasers, gums (adhesives) for stationery purpose, starch paste
(adhesives) for stationery purpose, document files for stationery purpose, isinglass for
stationery purpose, adhesive tapes for stationery purposes, bookends, protractors, chalk
erasers, chalk holders, clips for offices, punches for offices, photograph stands, folders for
papers, connected rulers, pencil sharpeners, pencil leads, pencil lead holders, pencil
holders, drawing paper, blackboards, blackboard erasers, paper knives, paper—clips, stands
for pen and pencils, boxes for pens, pen cases, pen clips, letter openers, letter holders,
writing—brush racks, writing case sets, writing cases (stationery), writing boards, writing
board erasers, boxes of cardboard, boxes of paper, bags of paper for packaging, bags of
plastics for packaging, mats for beer glasses, paper blinds, paper place mats, paper table
mats, paper table linen, babies' diapers of paper and cellulose (disposable), pictorial
postcards, song books, calendars, diagrams, comic books, musical new year's cards,
handwriting specimens for copying, amulets (talismans), non—magnetic subway tickets,
non—-magnetic phone cards, non—-magnetic credit cards, books, plans, booklets, checks,
writing or drafting books, newspapers, sheet music, almanacs, new vyear's cards,
postcards, patterns for dressmaking (excluding patterns for knitting), postage stamps, texts
for music, forms (printed), printed timetables, diaries, magazines, telephone books,
periodicals, geographical maps, catalogues, tickets, pamphlets, posters, printed teaching
materials (reference books), handbooks (manuals), newsletters, building and construction
models, modeling clay, modeling paste, teaching aid models, cardboard, photographs,
typewriters, printers ' type, printing blocks.

[Class 25] Money belts [clothing], leather shoes, rubber shoes, low shoes, bath sandals,
bath slippers, half—boots, insulated boots, boots, vinyl shoes, beach shoes, sandals, ski
boots, slippers, rain shoes, track shoes, work shoes, top boots, gymnastics shoes(for
exclusive use for gymnastics), masquerade costumes, raincoats, long coats, shorts, short
coats, blousons, safari, suits, skirts, slacks, men 's business suits, anoraks (except for



sports anoraks), children 's clothes, trousers, dress suits, overall, overcoats, one-piece
dresses, infants ' clothing, evening dresses, jackets, working clothes, jumpers, blue jean
pants, capes, combination suits, topcoats, tuxedos, two—piece dresses, tunic, parkas,

pelisses, frocks, girdles, nightgowns, short sleeve aloha shirts, negligees, dressing gowns,
bath robes, bodices, body shirts, blouses, shower caps, shirt fronts, underwear, underpants,
undershirts, underpanties, bathing caps, bathing suits, bathing trunks, chemise, sweaters,
sweat shirts, sweat pants, sports shirts, slips, dress shirts, sports uniforms, unitards, collars
(clothing), sleeping garments, jerseys, vests, cardigans, combination underwear, tanktops,
teddies, track suits, pajamas, panty hose, petticoats, polo shirts, pullover, T—shirts, neckties,
legwarmers, leggings, muffs, bandana, ear muffs, winter gloves, shawls, scarfs, stockings,
socks, aprons, textile babies ' diapers, crowns, night caps, hats, Sun visors, berets, miters,
hoods (clothing), Turbans, top hat, leather belts.

[Class 28]

attached to a TV monitor), mannequin dolls, mascot dolls, mobiles, wooden toys, toy sets,

Masks, rattles, remote control toys (excluding recreational goods that can be
finger dolls, car walkers for toddlers, model cars for children, children ' s tricycles, children
"s rocking horse, musical toy instruments, balls (toys), blocks (toys), scooters (toys), flying

discs (toys), dolls ' rooms, dolls ' feeding bottles, doll ' s clothes, dolls ' houses, dolls
beds, Teddy bears, toy pistols, paper—-made toys, cloth—-made toys, plastic toys, ring games,
remote control recreational goods (excluding recreational goods that can be attached to a
TV monitor), board games, kites, kite reels, dice, cups for dice, chess games, chessboards,
body

for

checkers (games), checkerboards, playing cards, tops, jigsaw puzzles, balloons,

wooden  swords
golf balls, basketballs,
handballs,

table tennis balls,

protectors  for swordsmanship, masks for swordsmanship,

swordsmanship, bamboo swords for swordsmanship, roller skates,

wooden horses, volleyballs, bowling balls, surf boards, skateboards, skis, ice

skates, baseballs, Western style bows, soccer balls, hockey pucks,

arrows, bows, bow strings, decorations for christmas trees.
[Class 41]
texts

Show production services, cinema facilities provision services, publication of

(other than publicity texts), publication of books, on-line electronic books and

magazines publishing services, on-line electronic publication (read only) providing services,

electronic desktop publishing services, news reporters services, photographic reporting
services, teaching services, educational examination services, education—information
providing services, instruction services, cultural or educational exhibition organization
services, toy construction educational institution management services, mathematics
educational institution management services, science educational institution management
services, Korean language educational institution management services, English language
educational institution management services, Chinese language educational institution

management services, Japanese language educational

educational institution management services, music

services, children ' s playground management services,

training services, primary school management services,

institution management services, art
educational institution management
physical education services, physical

middle school management services,

university management services, baby learning center management services, children learning

center management services,

services, competition organization services,

kindergarten management services,
park management

play room management

services, on-line game

services, amusement park management services, seminar arranging and conducting services,

workshop arranging and conducting services.



— Reproduction of the mark:

* Goods/Services of the proposed mark refused under this ground: all the designated
goods.

[J Information concerning the earlier mark(5)
— Filing number : 4019960012816
Filing date : 01/04/1996
Korean registration number @ 4003763710000
- Korean registration date : 27/09/1997
- Name and address of the owner : LEGO Juris A/S
DK-7190 Billund, Denmark

Goods/services
[Class 28]2=24 2H AR, SHAR M2 THSR ECAEN &2 DRH 23 22007,
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* Goods/Services of the proposed mark refused under this ground: all the designated
goods.

(ground 2, 3)
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N
The proposed mark &i@

well-known among consumers as to indicate the goods of opponent, and are used on 'all’

is identical with or similar to which are

the designated goods that are identical with or similar to those of opponent. Korea
Trademark Act, Articles 34(1)(xi).

Also the mark is identical with or similar to another person's mark which is 'famous' to
consumers at home and abroad, and is used with an unjust intention such as to obtain

unfair profits or to cause damage to that person. Trademark Act, Article 34(1)(xiii).

\
!
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consumers at home or abroad, and is used with unjust purposes of obtaining unfair profits or

The proposed mark is similar to which are well-known among

inflicting harm on a particular person.



* Goods/Services of the proposed mark refused under this ground: all the designated
goods

10. Guidance as to Future Procedure:

11.

1. Where the holder receives this notification, the protection of the international registration
is to be refused as a whole unless the holder submits to KIPO, through a
representative whose address is in the Republic of Korea, a written opinion
(amendment) within two months from the date on which this provisional refusal was
pronounced. The holder may also submit to the International Bureau MM6 (Request for
the Recording of a Limitation of the List of Goods/Services) within the above time
limit.

2. Regarding the time Ilimit, the holder may request the extension of time to submit a
written opinion (amendment) to KIPO. The extension will be granted twice for a period
of one month, respectively. This request should be made within the given time limit
through the above representative.

3. If a request for Limitation is presented to the International Bureau so as to get over the
ground for refusal mentioned below, we wish that it could also be informed by e—mail
(kipomadrid@korea.kr) at the same time for your convenience.

Official Seal or Signature by the Office:
KIPO Examiner PARK, Mi Kyung &
<< Information >>

If the holder has any questions or needs assistance in responding to this notification, please contact

the examiner.
E-mail: kipomadrid@korea.kr, telephone: (82) (42) 481 5314 or Fax: (82) (42) 472 3507




Extract from the Korean Trademark Act

Article 3 Persons Entitled to Registration of Trademark
(1) Any person who uses or intends to use a trademark in the Republic
of Korea may obtain registration of his/her trademark: Provided, That no
employee of the Korean Intellectual Property Office or the Intellectual
Property Trial and Appeal Board shall obtain registration of a trademark
while he/she is in office, except by inheritance or bequest.

Article 6 Trademark Manager of Non—Resident

(1) Except where a person who is not domiciled or does not have
his/her place of business in the Republic of Korea (hereinafter referred
to as "non-resident") resides in the Republic of Korea, the non—resident
(in cases of a corporation, referring to the representative thereof) may
follow trademark—related procedures or bring a lawsuit against measures
taken by an administrative authority in accordance with this Act or an
order issued under this Act only through a person who is domiciled or
has his/her place of business in the Republic of Korea (hereinafter
referred to as "trademark manager') as an agent managing the
trademark of the non—resident.

(2) A trademark manager shall represent his/her principal in a lawsuit
with respect to trademark—related procedures or a disposition made by
an administrative authority in accordance with this Act or an order
issued under this Act, within the scope of authority delegated to
him/her.

Article 220 Service on Non—Resident

(1) Where a non—resident has a trademark manager, any document to
be served on such non-resident shall be served on his/her trademark
manager: Provided, That the foregoing shall not apply where an
examiner notifies an applicant for international trademark registration of
grounds for rejection via the International Secretariat pursuant to Article
190.

(2) Where a non-resident does not have a trademark manager, any
document to be served on such non—resident may be sent by registered
airmail.

(3) Where a document is sent by registered airmail pursuant to
paragraph (2), such document shall be deemed served on the date the
document is sent.

Article 33 Requirements for Trademark Registration
(1) Trademark registration may be obtained, excluding the following
trademarks:
1. A trademark consisting solely of a mark indicating, in a common
manner, the common name of the goods;
2. A trademark used customarily in connection with the goods;
3. A trademark consisting solely of a mark indicating, in a common
manner, the place of production, quality, raw materials, effect, usage,
quantity, shape, price, method of production, method of processing,
method of use or time of the goods;
4. A trademark consisting solely of a conspicuous geographical name,
the abbreviation thereof, or a map;
5. A trademark consisting solely of a mark indicating a common
surmame or name according to the method in common use;
6. A trademark consisting solely of a simple and readily available
mark;
7. In addition to trademarks under subparagraphs 1 through 6, a
trademark which is unrecognizable for consumers to identify which
goods related to whose business it indicates.
(2) Even if a trademark falls under any of paragraph (1) 3 through 6,
where such trademark is recognizable to consumers as a trademark
indicating the source of goods of a specific person as a result of using
the trademark before filing an application for trademark registration,
trademark registration may be granted limited to the goods on which
such trademark is used.
(3) Bven if a mark falls under paragraph (1) 3 (limited to place of
production) or 4, where such mark is a geographical indication for
specific goods, an applicant may obtain registration of a collective mark
with  geographical indication for goods using such geographical
indication as designated goods (referring to the goods designated
pursuant to Article 38 (1) and the goods additionally designated
pursuant to Article 86 (1); hereinafter the same shall apply).

Article 34 Trademarks Ineligible for Trademark Registration

(1) Notwithstanding Article 33, none of the following trademarks

shall be registered:
1. Any of the following trademarks, which is a national flag of
a country, an insignia of an international organization, etc.:
(a) Any trademark identical or similar to the national flag, the
national emblem, the colors, medals, decorations or insignias
of the Republic of Korea, or seals or signs used for
supervision or certification by the Republic of Korea or public
institutions;
(b) Any trademark identical or similar to any national flag of a
country of the Union to the Paris Convention for the
Protection of Industrial Property (hereinafter referred to as the
"Paris Convention"), of a member of the World Trade
Organization, or of a Contracting Party to the Trademark Law
Treaty (hereafter in this paragraph, referred to as "countries of
the Union, etc.")
(c) Any trademark identical or similar to the title, abbreviated
titte, or mark of the Red Cross, the International Olympic
Committee, or a renowned international organization: Provided,
That where such organization has applied for trademark
registration of its title, abbreviated title, or mark, trademark
registration may be obtained;
(d) Any trademark identical or similar to coats of arms, flags,
medals, decorations or badges of the countries of the Union,
etc. designated by the Commissioner of the Korean
Intellectual Property Office after notification by the World
Intellectual Property Organization pursuant to Article 6-3 of
the Paris Convention, or titles, abbreviated titles, coats of
arms, flags, medals, decorations or badges of
inter—governmental international organizations which countries
of the Union, etc. have joined: Provided, That where an
inter—governmental  international  organization  which  the
countries of the Union, etc. have joined applies for trademark
registration of its title, abbreviated title, or mark, trademark
registration may be obtained;
(e) Any trademark identical or similar to seals or signs used
for supervision or certification by countries of the Union, etc.
designated by the Commissioner of the Korean Intellectual
Property Office after notification by the World Intellectual
Property Organization pursuant to Article 6-3 of the Paris
Convention or their public organizations, which is used for the
goods identical or similar to those for which such seals or
signs are used;
2. Any trademark which falsely indicates a relationship with a
state, race, ethnic group, public organization, religion, or
famous deceased person, or which slanders, insults, or is likely
to defame any of them;
3. Any trademark identical or similar to a famous mark, which
is a mark indicating nonprofit business or public service of a
state, public organization, or any of its agencies and a
non—profit corporation: Provided, That where such state, etc.
has applied for trademark registration of its mark, trademark
registration may be obtained;
4. Any trademark whose meaning, content, etc. conveyed to
consumers is likely to harm public order, such as being
contrary to moral norms, the prevailing moral sense of ordinary
people, where the trademark itself is used or the trademark is
used for goods;
5. Any trademark consisting of a mark identical or similar to a
medal, certificate of merit or decoration awarded at an
exhibition held by or with the approval of the Government of
the Republic of Korea or at an exhibition held by or with the
approval of the government of a foreign country: Provided,
That where a person who has been awarded at such exhibition
uses such mark as part of the trademark for the awarded
goods, trademark registration may be obtained;
6. Any trademark containing the name, title, or trade name,
portrait, signature, seal, literary name, stage name, pen name
of a prominent person, or his/her abbreviated title: Provided,
That where the consent of such person has been obtained,



trademark registration may be obtained;

7. Any trademark used for goods identical or similar to the
designated goods, which is identical or similar to the registered
trademark of another person (excluding any registered
collective mark with geographical indication) based on first to
file:

8. Any trademark used on goods recognized as identical to the
designated goods, which is identical or similar to a registered
collective mark with geographical indication of another person
based on first to file;

9. Any trademark identical or similar to a trademark (excluding
a geographical indication) widely recognized by consumers as
indicating the goods of another person, which is used on
goods identical or similar to the goods of another person;

10. Any trademark identical or similar to a geographical
indication of another person widely recognized by consumers
as indicating the goods of a specific region, which is used on
goods recognized as identical to the goods using such
geographical indication;

11. Any trademark likely to cause confusion with goods or
business of another person remarkably recognized by
consumers or to dilute their distinctiveness or reputation;

12. Any trademark which is likely to mislead consumers about
the quality of goods or deceive consumers;

13. Any trademark which is identical or similar to a trademark
(excluding a geographical indication) recognized as indicating
the goods of a specific person by consumers in the Republic
of Korea or overseas, which is used for unlawful purposes,
such as unjust enrichment or inflicting loss on the specific
person,

14,  Any trademark which is identical or similar to a
geographical indication recognized as indicating the goods of a
specific region by customers in the Republic of Korea or
overseas, which is used for unlawful purposes, such as unjust
enrichment or inflicting loss on any legitimate users of such
geographical indication;

15. Any trademark consisting solely of the three—dimensional
shape, color, combination of colors, sound, or smell, which is
essential (in cases of services, referring to cases essential for
the use and purpose thereof) to secure the function of goods
intended to obtain trademark registration or of the package of
such goods;

16. Any trademark intended to be used on wine or distilled
beverages, which consists of a geographical indication of the
place of production of wine or distilled beverages or contains
such geographical indication in a member of the World Trade
Organization: Provided, That where a legitimate user of the
geographical indication applies for registration of a collective
mark with geographical indication under Atticle 36 (5) by
designating the relevant goods as the designated goods,
he/she may obtain trademark registration;

17. Any trademark which is identical or similar to the name of
a variety registered pursuant to Article 109 of the Act on the
Protection of New Varieties of Plants, which is used for goods
identical or similar to the name of such variety;

18. Any trademark which is identical or similar to a
geographical indication of another person registered pursuant
to Article 32 of the Agricultural and Fishery Products Quality
Control Act, which is used on goods recognized as identical to
the goods using such geographical indication;

19. Any trademark which is identical or similar to a
geographical indication of another person protected in
accordance with a bilateral or multilateral free trade agreement
which has come into effect, concluded by the Republic of
Korea with a foreign country or foreign countries, or which
consists of or contains such geographical indication, used on
goods deemed identical to the goods using such geographical
indication;

20. Any trademark for the registration of which an applicant
applies on goods, which is identical or similar to such
trademark, while he/she is aware that another person uses or
intends to use the trademark through a contractual relationship,
such as partnership or employment, or business transactional
relationship, or any other relationship:

21. Any trademark for the registration of which any person who

has or had a contractual relationship, such as partnership or

employment, business contractual relationship, or any other

relationship with a person who holds the right to the trademark

registered, which is identical or similar to the trademark

registered in a State party to the treaty, applies on goods by

designating goods identical or similar to the goods on which

the trademark is designated as the designated goods without

the consent of the person who holds the right to the

trademark.
(2) Whether paragraph (1) and an applicant for trademark
registration (hereinafter referred to as "applicant") correspond to
another person under the relevant provision shall be determined
based on the time a decision corresponding to any of the
following is made (hereinafter referred to as "decision on whether
to grant trademark registration"): Provided, That in cases falling
under paragraph (1) 11, 18, 124, 20 and 21, whether an
applicant corresponds to another person under the relevant
provision shall be determined based on the time an application
for trademark registration is filed:

1. Decision to reject trademark registration under Article 54;

2. Decision to grant trademark registration under Article 68.
(8) Where a trial to revoke trademark registration is requested
because a trademark right holder or a person who uses a
trademark of such trademark right holder falls under Article 119
(1) 1 through 3 and 5 through 9, and he/she falls under any of
the following after the date such lawsuit is commenced, he/she
may obtain trademark registration only where he/she applies for
registration of a trademark identical or similar to such trademark
(limited to where he/she intends to obtain trademark registration
again by designating identical or similar goods (in cases of a
collective mark with geographical indication, referring to goods
deemed identical) as the designated goods) after three years
from the date he/she falls under any of the following:

1. Where trademark rights are extinguished upon expiry;

2. Where a trademark right holder relinquishes trademark rights

or abandons some of the designated goods;

3. Where a trial decision to revoke trademark registration is

final and conclusive.
(4) None of the provisions of paragraph (1) 8 and 10 shall apply
to homonymous collective marks with a geographical indication.

Article 35 First to File

(1) Where at least two applications for trademark registration are filed
on different days with respect to the same or similar trademark to be
used on the same or similar goods, only the first person who files an
application may obtain registration of such trademark.

Article 38 One Application for One Trademark

(1) Any person who intends to file an application for trademark
registration shall file an application for each trademark by designating at
least one category of goods in accordance with the classification of
goods.

(2) Specific goods belonging to the category of goods under paragraph
(1) shall be prescribed and announced by the Commissioner of the
Korean Intellectual Property Office.

(3) No classification of any category of goods under paragraph (1) shall
be construed as prescribing the range of similarity of goods.

Article 54 Decision to Reject Trademark Registration
Where an application for trademark registration falls under any of the
following, an examiner shall decide to reject trademark registration:
1. Where a trademark fails to meet the definitions of a trademark,
collective  mark, geographical indication, collective mark with
geographical indication, certification mark, certification mark with
geographical indication, or business emblem under Article 2 (1);
2. Where a trademark is in violation of the treaty;
3. Where a trademark cannot be registered pursuant to Articles 3, 27,
33 through 35, 38 (1), the latter part of Article 48 (2), paragraph (4)
or (6) through (8) of the aforesaid Article;
4. Where a person is not entitled to registration of a collective mark,
certification mark and business emblem under Article 3;
5. In cases of an application for registration of a collective mark with
geographical indication, the articles of incorporation of an organization



actually do not permit persons to join the organization as its
members, such as the prohibition of persons from joining the
organization in accordance with the articles of incorporation, or
impracticable conditions for joining the organization are stipulated in
the articles of incorporation;

6. Where all or some of the matters concerning the use of a
collective mark prescribed by Presidential Decree are not stated in the
articles of incorporation under Article 36 (3), or all or some of the
matters concerning the use of a certification mark prescribed by
Presidential Decree are not stated in the articles of incorporation or
the rules under paragraph (4) of the aforesaid Article;

7. In cases of an application for registration of a certification mark,
the articles of incorporation actually do not permit persons who may
use such certification mark to use it, such as the prohibition of
persons from using it in accordance with the articles of incorporation
or the rules without justifiable grounds, or impracticable conditions of
use thereof are stipulated in the articles of incorporation or the rules.

Article 55 Notification of Grounds for Rejection

(1) Where an examiner intends to decide to reject trademark registration
pursuant to Article 54, he/she shall notify an applicant of grounds for
rejection (referring to grounds provided in any of the subparagraphs of
the aforesaid Article; hereinafter referred to as "grounds for rejection") in
advance. In such cases, the applicant may submit a written opinion
about grounds for rejection within a period prescribed by Ordinance of

the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy.

(2) Where an examiner notifies an applicant of grounds for rejection
pursuant to paragraph (1), he/she shall specify the grounds and basis
for rejection of each of the designated goods.

(3) An applicant who fails to submit a written opinion within a period
under the latter part of paragraph (2) may apply for continuing
trademark—related procedures and submit a written opinion addressing
the grounds for rejection within two months from the expiration date of
such period.

Article 115 Trial against Decision to Dismiss Amendment

Where a person who receives a decision to dismiss an amendment
under Article 42 (1) appeals against such decision, he/she may request
a trial within 30 days from the date he/she is served with a certified
copy of such decision.

Article 116 Trial against Decision to Reject

Where a person who receives a decision to reject trademark registration,
decision to reject registration of additional designated goods or decision
to reject registration of the conversion of the classification of goods
(hereinafter referred to as "decision to reject") under Article 54 appeals
against such decision, he/she may request a trial within 30 days from
the date he/she is served with a certified copy of such decision to
reject.
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