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Notification of provisional refusal of an international

registration designating New Zealand

1. Office making the notification: Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand
2. Date of the notification of provisional refusal: 24 March 2026
3. Number of the international registration: 1895703

Our reference: 1312350

4, Representation of the mark: CENTURY

5. Name of the holder: TOYOTA JIDOSHA KABUSHIKI KAISHA (also trading as TOYOTA MOTOR
CORPORATION)

6. Basis for refusal: Provisional refusal based on an ex officio examination.

7. Scope of refusal: Provisional refusal for some of the goods and/or services, namely:

Class 7: [all goods].

Class 9: [all goods].

Class 11: [all goods].

Class 14: [all goods].

Class 16: Printing type.

Class 19: water-pipe valves, not of metal or plastics.
Class 20: [all goods].

Class 21: [all goods].

Class 24: [all goods].

Class 25: [all goods].

Class 29: eggs; processed eggs.

Class 31: [all goods].


https://www.iponz.govt.nz

Class 34: [all goods].

Class 35: retail services or wholesale services for a variety of goods in each field of clothing,
foods and beverages, and livingware, carrying all goods together.

Class 37: [all services].
Class 38: [all services].

Class 40: Printing; offset printing; silkscreen printing; lithographic printing; digital printing;
letterpress printing; rental of printing machines and apparatus.

Class 42: [all services].

8. Grounds for refusal:

We have examined your international registration designating New Zealand with reference
to the Trade Marks Act 2002 (“the Act”), the Trade Marks Regulations 2003, (“the
Regulations”) and our trade mark practice guidelines.

We cannot accept your designation now, for the reasons set out in this refusal. You have 1
year from the date of notification to address the issues raised in this report.

Deadline to respond to this refusal: 24 March 2027

Goods and/or services unduly broad

Objection Your class 9 specification includes:

e computer programs for mobile phones,
downloadable;

e computer programs, recorded,

e computer programs (downloadable software);

e computer software applications, downloadable;

e computer software, recorded;

e downloadable application software for virtual
environments

The above term is too broad and vague as it does not precisely
indicate the nature of the goods being provided.

Please provide a more precise description of the goods that
specifies the exact nature or purpose of the software or

programs.
Relevant law The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.
Objection Your class 42 specification includes:
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providing computer programs designed to the
specifications of others

The above term is too broad and vague as it does not precisely
indicate the nature of the services being provided.

Please provide a more precise description of the services that
specifies the exact nature or purpose of the software.

Relevant law The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.

Goods and/or services unclear
Objection Your class 7 specification includes:
sparkling plugs for internal combustion engines

It is unclear what is meant by the above term in the context of
this class.

Please provide a more precise description of the goods.

Relevant law The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.
Obijection Your class 11 specification includes:

condensers for air conditioners for vehicles

It is unclear what is meant by the above term in the context of
this class.

Please provide a more precise description of the goods.

Relevant law The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.
Objection Your class 19 specification includes:

water-pipe valves, not of metal or plastics

It is unclear what is meant by the above term in the context of
this class.

Please provide a more precise description of the goods.

Relevant law The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.
Objection Your class 35 specification includes:
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Relevant law

retail services or wholesale services for a variety of
goods in each field of clothing, foods and beverages, and
livingware, carrying all goods together

It is unclear what is meant by the above term in the context of
this class.

Please provide a more precise description of the services.

The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.

Sections 18(1)(b) and (c) — mark is descriptive and not distinctive

Obijection

Goods and/or services

Case number: 1312350

We cannot register a mark that describes the goods and/or
services, or some characteristic of them.

Mark is descriptive

A mark is descriptive if the average consumer would see the
mark as a normal way of describing the goods and/or services it
is applied to, or some characteristic of them.

Our research indicates that century can refer to a family of serif
typeface fonts.

Our research indicates that century can refer to a variety of
preserved eggs.

Our research indicates that century can refer to several varieties
of plants, including agave.

We consider the average consumers of the goods and/or
services would understand the mark as merely describing the
above goods or services as opposed to being seen as a badge of
origin.

Mark is not distinctive

A trade mark is a sign that indicates the trade source of goods
and/or services. A trade mark must distinguish one trader’s
goods and/or services from those of other traders.

We consider that other traders are likely to want to use a mark
like yours in relation to their goods or services, in the ordinary
course of business and without improper motive. We also
consider your mark is unlikely to act as a badge of origin for a
single trader.

Class 7: Printing machines; printing plates.
Class 9: Printers for use with computers.
Class 16: Printing type.

Page 4 of 26



Class 40: Printing; offset printing; silkscreen printing;
lithographic printing; digital printing; letterpress printing; rental
of printing machines and apparatus.

Class 29: eggs; processed eggs.

Class 31 goods.

Relevant law The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.

Section 25(1)(b) — similar trade mark
Similar trade marks: 1153264, 1127891, 1055907, 1153270, 1218178, 1204746, 1179127,
960450, 204060, 166465, 144680, 254236, 960448, 674274, 254237.

Objection We cannot register a trade mark that is similar to a trade mark
with earlier priority for the same or similar goods and/or
services, if use of the trade mark would likely cause confusion
or deception.

Our search of the register has revealed at least one similar
trade mark with earlier priority for the same or similar goods
and/or services. We consider that use of your trade mark is
likely to deceive or confuse consumers.

The similar mark(s) with earlier priority are listed in the
attached search report.

Goods and/or services | Class 7: [all goods].
Class 9: [all goods].
Class 11: [all goods].
Class 14: [all goods].
Class 19: water-pipe valves, not of metal or plastics.
Class 20: [all goods].
Class 21: [all goods].
Class 24: [all goods].
Class 25: [all goods].
Class 31: [all goods].
Class 34: [all goods].

Class 35: retail services or wholesale services for a variety of
goods in each field of clothing, foods and beverages, and
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10.

11.

livingware, carrying all goods together.
Class 37: [all services].
Class 38: [all services].
Class 42: [all services].

Relevant law The relevant provisions of New Zealand law are listed below at
11.

Information relating to subsequent procedure:

Responding to this refusal

A response to this refusal can be made in writing via the IPONZ online case management
system at www.iponz.govt.nz.

To respond, you will need to appoint a local agent to manage your New Zealand
designation.

A local agent must have:

- anaddress for service in New Zealand or Australia, and
- anaccount in the IPONZ online case management system.

Note: If your designation has an international representative, you will still need to appoint a
local agent to manage your New Zealand designation. Your local agent may or may not be
the same as your international representative. We recommend that you engage the services
of a local intellectual property professional to act as your local agent.

Timeframe for responding

If the holder does not respond by the deadline for response indicated in box 8, this refusal
becomes final for the specified goods and/or services.

Refusal still possible following opposition

If we subsequently accept the designation in New Zealand, refusal may still result from an
opposition. The opposition period runs for three months from the date of advertisement of
the mark. It is possible that an opposition may be filed more than 18 months from the date
we were notified of the international registration.

Signature of the Office:

Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand

Jack Walters

Trade Mark Examiner

+64 3901 0421

For the Commissioner of Trade Marks

Provisions of relevant law:

Trade Marks Act 2002
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18

19

Interpretation
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

trade mark—

@ means any sign capable of—
() being represented graphically; and
(i) distinguishing the goods or services of one person from those of
another person; and

(b) includes,—
() except in section 85, a certification trade mark; and
(i) except in section 85, a collective trade mark

Non-distinctive trade mark not registrable
The Commissioner must not register—

@ a sign that is not a trade mark:
(b) a trade mark that has no distinctive character:
() a trade mark that consists only of signs or indications that may serve, in trade,

to designate the kind, quality, quantity, intended purpose, value,
geographical origin, time of production of goods or of rendering of services,
or other characteristics of goods or services:

(d) a trade mark that consists only of signs or indications that have become
customary in the current language or in the bona fide and established
practices of trade.

The Commissioner must not refuse to register a trade mark under subsection (1)(b),

(c), or (d) if, before the date of application for registration, as a result of either the use

made of it or of any other circumstances, the trade mark has acquired a distinctive

character.

Relevance of colour to distinctive character of trade mark

In determining the distinctive character of a trade mark, the Commissioner or the
court, as the case may be, must consider whether or not the trade mark is, or is to be,
limited in whole or in part to 1 or more specified colours.

A trade mark that is, or is to be, registered without limitation of colour is, or will be,
registered for all colours.

Registrability of identical or similar trade mark

The Commissioner must not register a trade mark (trade mark A) in respect of any

goods or services if—

@ it is identical to a trade mark (trade mark B) belonging to a different owner
and that is registered, or has priority under section 34 or section 36,—
() in respect of the same goods or services; or
(ii) in respect of goods or services that are similar to those goods and

services, and its use is likely to deceive or confuse; or

(b) it is similar to a trade mark (trade mark C) that belongs to a different owner
and that is registered, or has priority under section 34 or section 36, in
respect of the same goods or services or goods or services that are similar to
those goods or services, and its use is likely to deceive or confuse; or

(c) itis, or an essential element of it is, identical or similar to, or a translation of,
a trade mark that is well known in New Zealand (trade mark D), whether
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through advertising or otherwise, in respect of those goods or services or
similar goods or services or any other goods or services if the use of trade
mark A would be taken as indicating a connection in the course of trade
between those other goods or services and the owner of trade mark D, and
would be likely to prejudice the interests of the owner.

2 section 26 overrides subsection (1).
26 Exceptions
The Commissioner must register trade mark A if—
@ the owner of trade mark B, trade mark C, or trade mark D (as the case may
require) consents to the registration of trade mark A; or
(b) the Commissioner or the court, as the case may be, considers that a case of

honest concurrent use exists, or other special circumstances exist, that, in the
opinion of the court or the Commissioner, makes it proper for the trade mark
to be registered subject to any conditions that the court or the Commissioner
may impose.

32 Application: how made

(1) A person claiming to be the owner of a trade mark or series of trade marks may, on
payment of the prescribed fee (if any), apply in the prescribed manner (if any) for the
registration of the trade mark or series of trade marks used or proposed to be used in
respect of the following:

@ particular goods or services within 1 or more classes:
(b) particular goods and services within 1 or more classes.
2 The Commissioner must not register a trade mark in respect of all of the goods and

services included in a class, or a large variety of goods or services, unless the
specification is justified by the use or intended use of the sign.

34 Priority of applications for registration of identical or similar trade marks

(1) If different persons separately apply for the registration of trade marks that are
identical or similar to each other and that are in respect of identical or similar goods or
services, the first application received by the Commissioner has priority over all the
other applications and may proceed.

2 If different persons separately apply for the registration of trade marks that are
identical or similar to each other and that are in respect of identical or similar goods or
services and their applications are received at the same time by the Commissioner,—

@ each application has equal priority and may proceed; and
(b) the Commissioner must notify each applicant of each other’s application.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2), 2 or more applications that are received on the
same day are to be treated as if they had been received at the same time.

(4) Section 36 overrides this section.

36 Priority of application to which convention country application relates

(1) A person who has applied for the registration of a trade mark in a convention country

(whether before or after it became a convention country), or his or her legal
representative or assignee, is entitled to registration of his or her trade mark in
priority to other applicants, and the registration has the same date as the date of the
application in the convention country if the application is made within 6 months after
the date of the convention country application.
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2 Subsection (1) applies only in respect of the first application for the trade mark that is
made in a convention country by a person and does not apply to any subsequent
applications for the trade mark by that person.

(3) The use of the trade mark in New Zealand during the 6-month period referred to in
subsection (1) does not affect the priority of the application for the registration of the
trade mark to which the convention country application relates.

Trade Marks Regulations 2003
45 Commissioner may request further information

The Commissioner may request further information from an applicant that will assist
in the examination of the application.
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Search report

Trademark Number 1153264

Name of Owner Century Yuasa Batteries Pty Ltd Application date | 09.07.2020

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 09.07.2020
Registration date

Client reference T107887.NZ Renewal date 09.07.2030

Mark Name Century

Representation

Goods/Services (Nice | Class 9

Classification
Schedule 11)

Batteries, including industrial automotive and marine batteries, standby
batteries; motive power batteries, lead-acid batteries, chlorine batteries
and alkaline batteries; battery terminals; battery cables; hydrometers;
apparatus and instruments for conducting, switching, transforming,
accumulating, regulating or controlling electricity; electric storage cells
including electric accumulators, battery chargers, hydrometers, jumper
leads, cable, testing clips and terminals.

Class 37

Case number: 1312350
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Repair, maintenance, installation, reconditioning, cleaning, testing and
charging services relating to all types of batteries, battery packs and parts
and accessories.

Address of Owner 37-65 Cobalt St, Carole Park, QLD 4300, Australia
Agent Griffith Hack
Address of Agent PO Box 10761, The Terrace, Wellington 6143, New Zealand
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Trademark Number 1127891

Name of Owner CENTURY ALPACA GROUP LIMITED Application date | 15.08.2019

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 15.08.2019
Registration date

Client reference century alpaca Renewal date 15.08.2029

Mark Name century alpaca
Representation N/A
Goods/Services (Nice | Class 24

Classification
Schedule 11)

Woolen blankets; woolen cloth; woolen fabric.

Class 25

Finished textile linings for garments; ready-made clothes linings.

Address of Owner

fisher gao, 289 Hill Rd, The Gardens, Auckland 2105, New Zealand

Agent

Stephen Peter Crow

Address of Agent

85 Naples Way, Albany Heights, Auckland 0632, New Zealand

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 1055907

Name of Owner Saint-Gobain Abrasives, Inc. Application date | 23.09.2016

Status 100 Protected Priority date 04.04.2016

Type and Nature International Registration Trade Mark Deemed 04.04.2016
Registration date

Client reference Renewal date 23.09.2026

Mark Name CENTURY45
Representation N/A
Goods/Services (Nice | Class 7

Classification
Schedule 10)

Power operated resin bonded grinding wheel.

Address of Owner

41 Abrasives Way, Worcester, Massachusetts 01606, United States of

America
Agent IP GATEWAY PATENT AND TRADE MARK ATTORNEYS PTY LTD
Address of Agent PO Box 1321, Springwood, Queensland 4127, Australia

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 1153270

Name of Owner Century Yuasa Batteries Pty Ltd Application date | 09.07.2020

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 09.07.2020
Registration date

Client reference T107892.NZ Renewal date 09.07.2030

Mark Name

Century PS SERIES

Representation

entur

S Series

Goods/Services (Nice
Classification
Schedule 11)

Class 9

Batteries, including industrial automotive and marine batteries, standby
batteries; motive power batteries, lead-acid batteries, chlorine batteries
and alkaline batteries; battery terminals; battery cables; hydrometers;
Apparatus and instruments for conducting, switching, transforming,
accumulating, regulating or controlling electricity; electric storage cells
including electric accumulators, battery chargers, hydrometers, jumper
leads, cable, testing clips and terminals.

Class 37

Repair, maintenance, installation, reconditioning, cleaning, testing and
charging services relating to all types of batteries, battery packs and parts
and accessories.

Case number: 1312350
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Address of Owner 37-65 Cobalt St, Carole Park, QLD 4300, Australia

Agent Griffith Hack

Address of Agent PO Box 10761, The Terrace, Wellington 6143, New Zealand
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Trademark Number 1218178

Name of Owner GPC Asia Pacific Pty Ltd Application date | 29.08.2022

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 29.08.2022
Registration date

Client reference Century Renewal date 29.08.2032

Mark Name CENTURY

Representation N/A

Goods/Services (Nice | Class 7

Classification
Schedule 11)

Hoists; hydraulic hoists; pneumatic hoists; mechanical hoists.

Class 9

Vehicle wheel alignment machines; tyre balancing machines for land
vehicles; wheel alignment meters; wheel alignment gauges.

Class 37

Installation, maintenance and repair of machines.

Address of Owner

22 Enterprise Drive, Rowville 3178, Australia

Agent

Address of Agent

Case number: 1312350

Page 16 of 26




Trademark Number 1204746

Name of Owner Century Yuasa Batteries Pty Ltd Application date | 08.03.2022

Status 100 Registered Priority date 10.09.2021

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 10.09.2021
Registration date

Client reference T110793.NZ Renewal date 10.09.2031

Mark Name CENTURY LITHIUM PRO
Representation N/A
Goods/Services (Nice | Class 9

Classification
Schedule 11)

Batteries; automotive batteries; vehicle batteries; car batteries; truck

batteries; bus batteries.

Address of Owner

37-65 Cobalt St, Carole Park, QLD 4300, Australia

Agent

Griffith Hack

Address of Agent

PO Box 10761, The Terrace, Wellington 6143, New Zealand

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 1179127

Name of Owner Traeger Pellet Grills, LLC Application date | 30.03.2021

Status 100 Protected Priority date

Type and Nature International Registration Trade Mark Deemed 30.03.2021
Registration date

Client reference Renewal date 30.03.2031

Mark Name CENTURY
Representation N/A
Goods/Services (Nice | Class 11

Classification
Schedule 11)

Barbecue grills; grill accessories, namely, cooking racks specially adapted for
barbecue grills; barbecue smokers, namely, outdoor cooking apparatus that
implement wood fired smoke for cooking; outdoor barbecue smokers,
namely, outdoor wood pellet-fed barbecue smokers that cook food with
smoke implemented by the controlled burning of wood pellets over
extended time intervals; remote-controlled, outdoor wood pellet-fed
barbecue smokers that cook food with smoke implemented by the
controlled burning of wood pellets over extended time intervals via digital
cooking instructions provided remotely over a network connection.

Address of Owner

#200, 1215 E. Wilmington Ave., Salt Lake City UT 84106, United States of
America

Agent

Address of Agent

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 960450

Name of Owner CenturyLink Communications, LLC Application date | 13.06.2012

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 13.06.2012
Registration date

Client reference 13242 Renewal date 13.06.2032

Mark Name CENTURYLINK

Representation N/A

Goods/Services (Nice | Class 42

Classification
Schedule 10)

Application service provider (ASP), namely, hosting computer software
applications of others; computer consultation in the field of computer
security; computer hardware and software consulting services; computer
hardware and software design; computer network design for others;
computer security service, namely, restricting access to and by computer
networks to and of undesired web sites, media and individuals and facilities;
technical consulting services in the field of telecommunications; design,
creation, hosting, maintenance of websites for others; remote computer
backup services; technical support services, namely, troubleshooting in the
nature of diagnosing computer hardware and software problems.

Address of Owner

100 CenturyLink Drive, Monroe, Louisiana 71203, United States of America

Agent

Banki Haddock Fiora

Address of Agent

Level 22, 85 Castlereagh Street, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 204060

Name of Owner Graco Children's Products Inc. Application date | 14.08.1990

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 14.08.1990
Registration date

Client reference Renewal date 14.08.2031

Mark Name CENTURY

Representation N/A

Goods/Services (Nice | Class 20

Classification
Schedule 4)

Furniture in this class including carriers for babies, dresserettes, booster
seats in this class, step stools, playpens, highchairs; parts and fittings for all
the aforesaid goods.

Address of Owner

5 Concourse Parkway, 8th Floor, Atlanta, Georgia 30328, United States of
America

Agent

AJ PARK

Address of Agent

Aon Centre, Level 22, 1 Willis Street, Wellington 6011, New Zealand

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 166465

Name of Owner Century Yuasa Batteries Pty Limited Application date | 28.07.1986

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 28.07.1986
Registration date

Client reference Renewal date 28.07.2027

Mark Name CENTURY
Representation N/A
Goods/Services (Nice | Class 9
Classification _
Batteries.

Schedule 4)

Address of Owner

49-65 Cobalt Street, Carole Park, Brisbane, QLD 4300, Australia

Agent

Dentons Kensington Swan

Address of Agent

Private Bag 92101, Auckland 1142, New Zealand

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 144680

Name of Owner CENTURY TIME GEMS LTD Application date | 03.11.1982

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 03.11.1982
Registration date

Client reference Renewal date 03.11.2033

Mark Name CENTURY
Representation N/A
Goods/Services (Nice | Class 14

Classification
Schedule 4)

Chronometers and other timepieces.

Address of Owner

Zihlstrasse 50, CH-2560, Nidau, Switzerland

Agent

AJ PARK

Address of Agent

Aon Centre, Level 22, 1 Willis Street, Wellington 6011, New Zealand

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 254236

Name of Owner Century Yuasa Batteries Pty Limited Application date | 29.09.1995

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 29.09.1995
Registration date

Client reference Renewal date 29.09.2026

Mark Name

Century YUASA POWER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM INDUSTRIAL DIVISION

Representation

MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM

Goods/Services (Nice
Classification
Schedule 4)

Class 37

Services connected with servicing and maintenance of batteries and

associated equipment.

Address of Owner

49-65 Cobalt Street, Carole Park, Brisbane, QLD 4300, Australia

Agent

Dentons Kensington Swan

Address of Agent

Private Bag 92101, Auckland 1142, New Zealand

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 960448

Name of Owner CenturyLink Communications, LLC Application date | 13.06.2012

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 13.06.2012
Registration date

Client reference 13241 Renewal date 13.06.2032

Mark Name CENTURYLINK

Representation N/A

Goods/Services (Nice | Class 38

Classification
Schedule 10)

Telecommunications services.

Address of Owner

100 CenturyLink Drive, Monroe, Louisiana 71203, United States of America

Agent

Banki Haddock Fiora

Address of Agent

Level 22, 85 Castlereagh Street, Sydney NSW 2000, Australia

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 674274

Name of Owner Nanyang Brothers Tobacco Company Application date | 03.03.2003
Limited

Status 100 Registered Priority date 21.10.2002

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 21.10.2002

Registration date

Client reference 01-285-4762 Renewal date 21.10.2029

Mark Name CENTURY

Representation N/A

Goods/Services (Nice | Class 34

Classification
Schedule 8)

Cigarettes; tobacco; smokers' articles; matches.

Address of Owner

9 Tsing Yeung Circuit, Tuen Mun, New Territories, Hong Kong, China

Agent

Piper Alderman

Address of Agent

GPO Box 65, Adelaide SA 5001, Australia

Case number: 1312350
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Trademark Number 254237

Name of Owner Century Yuasa Batteries Pty Limited Application date | 29.09.1995

Status 100 Registered Priority date

Type and Nature National Trade Mark Deemed 29.09.1995
Registration date

Client reference Renewal date 29.09.2026

Mark Name

Century YUASA THE POWER MANAGERS INDUSTRIAL DIVISION

Representation

INDUSTHIAL UASA
DIVISION

THE POWER MANAGERS

Goods/Services (Nice
Classification
Schedule 4)

Class 37

Services connected with servicing and maintenance of batteries and
associated equipment.

Address of Owner

49-65 Cobalt Street, Carole Park, Brisbane, QLD 4300, Australia

Agent

Dentons Kensington Swan

Address of Agent

Private Bag 92101, Auckland 1142, New Zealand

Case number: 1312350
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