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* Norwegian Industrial @))
Property Office A

Notification of Provisional Refusal based on an Ex Officio
Examination (to WIPO)

Pursuant to Rule 17(2) of the Common Regulations under the Madrid Agreement concerning the
international registration of marks and the Protocol relating to that Agreement.

s

I. Name and address of the Office making the notification:

Norwegian Industrial Property Office Telephone: +47 22 38 73 00
P.0.Box 8160 Dep., N-0033 OSLO, NORWAY Telefax: +47 22 38 73 01 .
I1. International registration: 1038183 Ideal-Fit

III. Date of Subsequent Designation (if any):(yyyy.mm.dd)

IV. Holder of the international registration:
Paul Hartmann AG, Paul-Hartmann-Strasse 12, DE-89522 HEIDENHEIM, Tyskland

V. The scope of the refusal:
X Provisional refusal for all goods

(] Provisional partial refusal for some of the goods and/or services

VI. Grounds for refusal:

X Absolute grounds: Trademark Act Section 14 - The trademark is considered to be
devoid of any distinctive character and/or it can be used in trade to designate the
goods in question. The holder of the international registration has proposed the mark
IDEAL-FIT for goods such as "sanitary preparations for medical purposes; plasters,
materials for dressing; diaper pants and absorbent napkins" claimed in class 5 and
"orthopedic articles" and "draw sheets for sick beds and incontinence sheets" as
covered by class 10 in the international registration. The word "ideal" refers to
"satisfying one's conception of what is perfect or most suitable", as well as "a thing.
regarded as perfect", while "fit" denotes "to be the proper size and shape" and "to
be of a suitable quality and standard". It follows that there is no thought or
imagination necessary to understand the connection between the mark and the
goods at issue, namely that they provide the ideal or best possible fit, e.g. with
regard to shape and size. The mark as a whole is descriptive of essential qualities
and characteristics; hence it is also fails to function as a badge of origin for the
designated goods. Consequently, it must be refused.

(] Relative grounds: ,
Likelihood of confusion with:

VII. The relevant provisions of the Norwegian Trademarks Act are under XI.

VIII. Date of provisional refusal: (yyyy.mm.dd) 2010.12.03
Response must be received within: (yyyy.mm.dd) 2011.03.03
See more information under X about the time limit and which actions you need to take
if you want to request a review of the provisional refusal.

IX. Signature by the Office:
THE NORWEGIAN INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY OFFICE

Elin Solheim Lie

(National reference no.: 201005604) Number of continuation sheets: 1



Contjnuation sheet no: 1

Int. reg. Number: 1038183

X. The holder of the registration may request a review of the provisional refusal. The
Norwegian Industrial Property Office must receive the request no later than 3 months
from the date of this provisional refusal (The time limit is indicated under point VIII).
Such request must provide an address of correspondence and be filed in Norwegian,
Danish, Swedish or English. The Norwegian Industrial Property Office will respond in
Norwegian. Please note that if The Norwegian Industrial Property Office, either
subsequent to review or appeal, accept the designation of Norway, a post grant
opposition may be filed against the mark within 3 months from the publication of the
mark.

If the holder does not respond to this provisional refusal within the time limit, the
international registration shall be considered abandoned in Norway for the
goods/services that are excluded (Trademark Act Section 70 and 23). The international
registration shall be resumed if the holder, within two months from the expiration of the
time limit responds to the provisional refusal and pays the stipulated fee (NOK 650,-).
Please note that The Norwegian Industrial Property Office does not send any
notifications to the holder that the international registration is abandoned in Norway.

XI. The relevant provisions of the Norwegian Trademarks Act regarding the grounds of this
provisional refusal:

§ 2. Signs that may be trademarks

A trademark may consist of any sign capable of distinguishing the goods or services of one
undertaking from those of another, such as words and combinations of words, including
slogans, names, letters, numerals, figures and pictures, or the shape of the goods, their get-up
or their packaging.

A trademark right may not be acquired for signs that consist exclusively of a shape that results
from the nature of the goods themselves, is necessary to obtain a technical result or adds
substantial value to the goods.

§ 14. General conditions of registration

A trademark to be registered shall consist of a sign which is capable of being protected
pursuant to Section 2 and capable of being represented graphically. It shall have distinctive
character as a sign for the relevant goods or services.

A trademark cannot be registered if it exclusively, or only with insignificant changes or
additions, consists of signs or indications that:

a) indicate the kind, quality, quantity, intended purpose, value or geographical origin of the
goods or services, the time of production of the goods or of the rendering of the services or
other characteristics of the goods or services, or
b) constitute customary designations for the goods or services according to normal linguistic
usage or to loyal, established business practice.

The conditions in paragraphs one and two shall be met on both the date of application and the
date of registration. When assessing a proposed trademark pursuant to paragraph one,
sentence two, and paragraph two, it is necessary to take into consideration all circumstances
that prevailed on the date of application, in particular effects of use of the trademark prior to
this time.

A sign that is used in an industrial or commercial undertaking to indicate the geographical
origin of goods or services may, without impediment by the provisions in paragraph two, be
registered as a collective mark.




